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GAS PRICE INCREASES 

161. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. The Premier did not answer my third question. Given that the public were 
given less than 24 hours’ notice of the price hike, when did cabinet sign off on the decision to increase the prices 
and inform Alinta of the decision, and why did Alinta have an advertising campaign ready within hours of it 
being announced? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
The discussions that took place—principally with the Minister for Energy and the Treasurer and, to a minor 
extent, me—have taken place over the last several weeks. The cabinet recently made a decision. The company 
was advised — 
Mr M. McGowan: When?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I will not give details of cabinet decisions; the member knows that. The information was 
advised to Alinta and it was its decision because it is a private company and it is its price increase. Indeed, had 
this government not taken action, the increase would have been very substantially higher. I want to remind 
members opposite, because they live in a daydream, that the reason for the price increase — 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I would suggest you choose your words more carefully on occasion. I 
will leave it at that at this stage, but I formally call you to order for the second time today. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The principal reason for the increase, which makes no consumer happy—the reality—is 
the higher price of natural gas. It has nothing to do with the ownership of Alinta whether it be private or public. 
The second reason for the increase was a regulated decision by the Economic Regulation Authority to raise 
tariffs on the use of the pipeline infrastructure. That is the reality. 
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